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self-governed people." 1 Nothing like it had been seen on earth
since the day when the English Fifth Monarchists had hailed the
imminent advent of Christ. " We desire," cried one deputy, " to
make a Declaration for all men, for all rimes, for every country,
that will be an example to the whole world." The first of the
human species outside France to acclaim the Rights of Man were
the negro slaves of Santo Domingo, who under its influence rose
and massacred their French masters.

For from the start the Revolution was dogged by an evil fatality.
It arose from an inherent conflict between the ideal the revolutionary
theorists pursued and the human reality in which their lot was cast.
The men who orated so splendidly at Versailles or debated in the
Paris democratic clubs on how to make a new France were not
statesmen carefully navigating the ship of state through the shifting
political and economic facts of the hour. They were dreamers who
nad seen a vision, sleepwalkers without eyes for the obstacles at their
feet. They thought that men were just and rational instead of
violent, unreasoning and passionate creatures; that they were
swayed solely by love of the commonwealth instead of by greed and
self-interest. But the ignorance of the multitude and harsh economic
reality did not disappear merely because the representatives of the
People had abolished a few irrational kws.

During the summer and autumn of 1789 Paris, its population
swollen by political excitement, became ever shorter of bread. The
forestallers of wheat, aided by the weakening of the executive power,
drove the price up to new and dangerous levels. On October 5th an
armed mob, incited by the orators of the Palais Royal, set out to
cover the thirteen miles to Versailles. It was partly composed of
women, many of them showing masculine legs striding beneath
their petticoats. The King returning from hunting in the forest
found his Palace surrounded. While the Court debated the pros
and cons of flight, the Guard was relieved by the half-trained
Citizen Army which under the liberal Marquis de Lafayette had
followed the crowd out from the capital. In the early hours of the
6th a mob broke into the Queen's bedchamber: hurried flight down
a secret passage alone averted tragedy. Presently an unappeasable

1 S. T. Coleridge, The Friend, Section I, Essay III. In the light of later
experience this early adherent of the Revolution gave it as his opinion that
a " constitution equally suited to China and America or to Russia and Great
Britain must be equally unfit for both."